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1 Conference paper originally presented to the Tyndale Fellowship (Triennial Conference, 3-6 July 
2006, Regents Park Conference Centre, Nantwich, England) on 5 July 2006, and entitled A Re-
examination of the Biblical View of Homosexuality in Light of the Current Climate. 
2 BBC News website, 23 December 2005. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/lancashire/4555406.stm. 
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3 Daily Telegraph (online edition), 10 December 2005. URL: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2005/12/10/ngay10.xml  
4 Daily Telegraph (online edition), 12 January 2006. URL: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/01/12/nsacr12.xml.  
5 Daily Telegraph (online edition), 12 June 2005 (URL:  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2005/06/12/nhorse12.xml ). 
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6 Also, teachers might have to promote gay and lesbian month, while homosexual sex education could 
be put on a par with heterosexuality. 
7 For example, Humberside Police (see Daily Telegraph, 10 December 2005 (op. cit.), and 9 April 2004 
URL: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/04/09/ncctv09.xml).  
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8 From Thomas Schmidt, Straight and Narrow: Compassion and Clarity in the Homosexuality Debate 
(Leicester: IVP, 1995). �



- 5 - 

��������� �����#��� ��������	����� ��������� ��� ��	���	 � 
�����6�������

�=�	�DE�F� ���#�DE�� ,���DC3  �F�  !3D��� "���D3 �� ?�� D� ���� �3E�

D!�� �	��D� ����D3D!(�� ������	#� �����	������ �6�#����� �� ���������� �	��

��#��	#� �
�� 0����� ����� �	
 �� �	� ������ ��	���	� 
�����6������*� -�

����	�� �������	���� �������
� ��	������ �
�� 0����� �	�� � ���
�����


�����6�������� ���� ��#���� ��� ��� ����	� ���	#*�2	���� ��� �
��� �������
�

�������� �	� ������ ��������� �
����� ��#� �	� ��
��� ��� �� ��(�� ��� ������ �	�

���������	�����	������	�����������
��������@�����
� �0����:�����
������	�

���
�����6������*�

�
��� ����	�� �������
� 	���� 	��� ��	���	� ��� �����*�&�� � �	��� ���

�
���� �	��������	�� ������ ���� #���	� ���� ��������	�� � �� �
�� 0����� ���

�
����	������
�������	�������	���	����������������� ����������	�������	�

�������	���� �6�#����� �	�� ��������	������ �����	���� � 	� �� ���� ���

�	������	���
��0����:��������	�
�����6������*�


������������������������

0��
� �
���� 	���������� ���� ����� �������*� 2	� =�	����� DE�� ,���

�
��������
�������	#�����
��������
�������
�����	�� ��#���DE�����	�

��������
�����������,������������	#�=����
*�2	����
 ���������
����	����

�
�� ����� ����	�� �
��� �
�� 
����� #���� ��� �
�� �������� � ��� �
���� �
���

�
�����#
��<%	����
��:��=�	�DE3)(�����<
�����	����� ��������
�
��:�

����#� DE3  (*� �
�� ��������	��� ����� �	������	��� ���
 � �����#��� ���

������ ��� ����� ������ �
��� ���������	#� �
�� ��	� ��� 
�� ��� ���
�


�����6��������
�	����
�������<������:(*�

2	�DE))�.*�

����	�0��������	�-	#����	��
�������%�
 ���������

�������	������ 
�����6������� �	� 0�����	�� �
����	#��� �
���



- 6 - 

�	������	��	#� ��� �
�� 
����� 	��������* E� G�� ����� �
�� G������ �����

<%	��:� �G��* � �"� � (� �	�=�	�����DE3)� �������� �	� �
�� ;��� �������	��

E9�� ������� ���� �	� �	��� �� ��1�	� ��� ��� ����� ��� ���	� < ��� 
����

�	�������������
:*��
���� �"� � ��������������	�������<���#�����8���	����

���
:*��

0������ ���	��� ���� 
��� �	� ���
� 	���������� ,��� �	�� �
 �� ��	�

������	#� �
�� ,������ 
����������� ����� ����	�� �	� 
��� �� �	�� =����
*�

�
��������� �	� �	� �#�� �
�	� ������� ������� �	� �
���� �� ��	����� �
�� �����

�	
�����	��� ��� ���
� ������� ����� ����������� ��� �
��� � ��������� ���	#�


��������� ��� ����	�*� 
�� �
��� ��	���� ��� ��
� 
	� ��	�� 
��� � ���

�������	�� �
��
��� ��� 	��� �
��� ����� ������ ��	�� ��� �� ��		������ �
����

����*�2	� ��
��� ������� �
��� ���� 	��� ���
� ���%	��� �
� �� �� ��

� �� ����

���
���� ��
���	��
� � �
��� �	�� ������� �
���� �����	�����*� 2	� �� ��������

�
��� #������� ������� �������	#� 
����������� ��� ����	# ����� �
�� ���������

�	�����#����	� ��� ,��:�� #������ �������	���� �� ����� �� 
���������� ���*�

�
���� ,��� �������� 
��� ���#
����� ��� �� ������	#� ����� � ��� 
���� ��������


���#�������	���	�����
�������������	��	���	������� ���	���	��*�

��� �������� 
��� ������ 0������ ���	��� ���� 
��� ��
��� 0� ����

�����#���������	#����
����:����	����#����� �3D9��'1 �D�39���(�	�����

��	���	� 
�����6�������� �
���� '1�%���� D�39E� ������ �� � ��##����


����:����	������	������	
����������3���

!��������
������

�	���	������
���#	�	�$����������� �������
����
������������ �����	���		���������	����	�����������
 ������	
�����

����		������������ �

�

                                                 
9 D. Sherwin Bailey, Homosexuality and the Western Christian Tradition (London: Longmans, 1955)  
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10 David F. Wright notes that Bailey, “(borrowed, often slavishly, by a number of later writers) has had 
a far longer innings than it deserves, and is now rarely put in to bat”, `Homosexuality: The Relevance 
of the Bible’ in Evangelical Quarterly 61:4 (1989), 292. 
11 Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary. Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries 
(Leicester: IVP, 1967, reprinted 1999), 137. 
12 P. Michael Ukleja, `Homosexuality and the Old Testament’ in Bibliotheca Sacra 140 (1983), 261. 
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13 Schmidt (op. cit), 87. 
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15 Schimdt (op. cit), 88. 
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16 Guenther Haas, `Hermeneutical Issues in the Use of the Bible to Justify the Acceptance of 
Homosexual Practice’ in Global Journal of Classical Theology Vol 1 No 2 (1999). Available online at 
http://www.trinitysem.edu/journal/journalmain.html. 
17 Letha Scanzoni and Virginia R. Mollenkott. Is The Homosexual My Neighbour? (New York: Harper 
& Row, 1978). 
18 Richard F. Lovelace, Homosexuality and the Church (London: Lamp Press, 1978), 101. 
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19 Schmidt (op. cit.), 90. 
20 See, for example, Scanzoni and Mollenkott, and also Ralph Blair, An Evangelical Look at 
Homosexuality (Chicago: Moody Press, 1963). 
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21 Ukleja (op. cit.), 263. 
22 Wright (op. cit.), 294. See also David F. Wright, `Homosexuals or Prostitutes? The Meaning of 
arsenokoitai (1 Cor. 6:9, 1 Tim. 1:10)’ in Vigiliae Cristianae 38 (1984), 125-152. 
23 For example, G.A. Edwards, Gay/Lesbian Liberation: A Biblical Perspective (New York: Pilgrim 
Press, 1984). 
24 For example, Scanzoni and Mollenkott (op. cit.). 
25 Guenther Haas (op. cit.). 
26 Schmidt (op. cit.), 90. 
27 Robert K. Johnson, Evangelicals at an Impasse: Biblical Authority in Practice (Atlanta: John Knox 
Press, 1979), see chapter 5. 
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28 Several traditionalists make this point. 
29 Letha Scanzoni and Virginia Mollenkott make a similar suggestion about the inhabitants of Sodom. 
30 See, for example, David F. Wright, `Homosexuality’ in Gerald Hawthorne and Ralph Martin (eds.). 
Dictionary of Paul and His Letters (Leicester: IVP, 1993), 413. 
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31 Joseph P. Guidel, `”That Which is Unnatural” – Homosexuality in Society, the Church, and 
Scripture’ in Christian Research Journal, Winter 1993), 7. 
32 For example, Robin Scroggs, The New Testament and Homosexuality: Contextual Background for 
Contemporary Debate (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1983).  
33 David E. Malick, `The Condemnation of Homosexuality in Romans 1:26-27’ in Bibliotheca Sacra 
150 (1993), 338. 
34 Various commentators make this same point. 
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42 P.D.M. Turner, Biblical Texts Relevant to Homosexual Orientation and Practice. A paper prepared 
for the June 1997 issue of Christian Scholars Review with additions and emendations. Available online 
at the New Westminster Diocese website: http://www.nwnet.org/~prisca/HomotextUnicode.htm. 
43 Wright, `Homosexuality: The Relevance of the Bible’ (op. cit.), 296. 
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44 Malick,`The Condemnation of Homosexuality in 1 Corinthians 6:9’ (op. cit.), 482 (footnote 10). 
45 Wright, `Homosexuality: The Relevance of the Bible’ (op. cit.), 298. 
46 Other concur. See, for example, Malick, `The Condemnation of Homosexuality in 1 Corinthians 6:9’ 
and Gundel (op. cit.).  
47 Wright, `Homosexuality: The Relevance of the Bible’ (op. cit.), 298. 
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48 As Gudel (op. cit.) points out, “Virtually every Greek lexicon” translate these words in the traditional 
sense.” Meanwhile, Ukleja also identifies these terms in several examples of classical Greek literature, 
which clearly refer to homosexuals. See also P. Michael Ukleja, `Homosexuality in the New 
Testament’ in Bibliotheca Sacra 140 (1983). 
49 For example, see Frank P. M. Kruijver, Jiang-Ning Zhou, Chris W. Pool, Michel A. Hofman, Louis 
J. G. Gooren and Dick F. Swaab, `Male-to-Female Transsexuals Have Female Neuron Numbers in a 
Limbic Nucleus’ in  The Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism Vol. 85, No. 5 (2000), 2034-
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2041;  J.N. Zhou, M.A. Hofman, L.J. Gooren and D.F. Swaab, `A Sex Difference in the Human Brain 
and Its Relation to Transexuality’ Nature 378 (1995), 68-70. 
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50 A.C. Kinsey et al., Sexual Behaviour in the Human Male (Philadelphia:  W.B. Saunders, 1948). 
51 Schmidt (op. cit), 141. 
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52 I reached my conclusions, as set out here, some time before I came across Thomas Schmidt’s work, 
together with another useful piece which similarly echoes the position that the biological debate, which 
might have some foundation, is nonetheless irrelevant from a theological perspective (see Sherwood O. 
Cole, `Biology, Homosexuality, and the Biblical Doctrine of Sin’ in Bibliotheca Sacra 157 (200), 348-
61). These studies express the position far more eloquently than I ever could. 
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53 For details of the history of the gay movement since the mid twentieth century see, for example, 
Guidel (op. cit.), Lovelace (op. cit.), and James Beck, `Evangelicals, Homosexuality, and Social 
Science’ in Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 40/1 (March 1997), 83-97. 
54 Schmidt (op. cit.), 11. 
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55 Schmidt devotes a whole (graphic) chapter to this issue in a medically sourced essay that details a 
range of psychological, emotional and physical consequences of homosexuality (apart from AIDS). He 
believes this issue is too often ignored. See also Ronald Sider, `AIDS: An Evangelical Perspective’ in 
Christian Century 105:1 (2006), 11-14. 
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56 A point made by several traditionalists. Consider, for example, Brian Edgar, The Sexuality of God: 
Thinking About Theology and Sexuality (Forum Booklet No. 8, 1996); John C. Yates, `Towards a 
Theology of Homosexuality’ in Evangelical Quarterly 67:1 (1995), 71-87. 
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57 The body of literature on this issue is vast. For a recent survey of some of the latest studies, see 
Guenther Haas, `Perspectives on Homosexuality: A Review Article’ in Journal of the Evangelical 
Theological Society 45/2 (June 2002), 497-512. 
58 See, for example, a discussion by Joseph P. Gudel, `Homosexuality: Fact and Fiction’ in Christian 
Research Journal (1992), 20-23, 30-33. This article, while brief, raises some important issues anyone 
exploring the topic should bear in mind. 
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